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Hearing Education and Awareness for Rockers 
Special Board Meeting, February 6, 2007 

Minutes 
 
 Jerry Goldstein, Doug Beck, Flash Gordon and Kathy Peck were 
present.  By agreement of the Board, Mont Stong and John Doyle were 
represented at the meeting through their emailed statements. 
 The meeting was held via conference phone call.  The meeting 
began on Skype (a chat room text and voice conference web site) and 
later was transferred to InterCall conference phone call due to sound 
problems with phone connections from POTS.  It was resolved that the 
Board continue to seek a better method of holding board meetings that 
would not require personal presence of the board members. 
 Kathy Peck requested an evaluation by the Board of the Miracle-Ear 
proposal, “What Will Your Miracle Sound Like?” a description of the 2007 
Publicity Campaign for Miracle-Ear, a hearing aid company.  
 As background, Kathy was contacted by Heather Swartz of  
Maccabee Publicity about H.E.A.R. partnering with Miracle-Ear on their 
campaign.  During a telephone conference on January 11, 2007 with 
Heather and a representative from Miracle-Ear, Kathy asked Heather to 
send Miracle-Ear’s proposal for the H.E.A.R. Board to review.  Heather did 
so.  Kathy accordingly forwarded the proposal to all H.E.A.R. Board 
members, and the members have reviewed the proposal. 
 Mont Stong, as one of the Board’s audiologists, and John Doyle, as 
secretary and attorney for H.E.A.R., submitted comments in writing.  
These comments were transmitted to the other Board members.  Prior to 
the meeting, it was agreed that although Mont and John could not attend, 
they would be advised of all motions made and passed by the attending 
members and would be given the opportunity to add their votes as well.  
 John Doyle commented on the possible legal ramifications and 
requirements of contracting with Miracle-Ear. Mont Stong pointed out that 
H.E.A.R. is NOT a part of or owned by Miracle-Ear, and inquired as to the 
identity of the "designated" audiologist that will do all interviews.  Mont 
further questioned, What happens if a HEAR spokesperson wants to 
conduct an interview?  HEAR should have a vote as to who will be 
interviewed and for what reason. 
 During the conference call discussion, Doctor Jerry Goldstein stated 
that the money that Miracle-Ear was offering H.E.A.R. for the campaign 
was a mere pittance compared to what they would be gaining, since 
Miracle-Ear is a very rich company.  He and Doug Beck were also very 
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concerned with Miracle-Ear’s status in the hearing health industry. Miracle-
Ear is not a member of any of the medical, audiology or hearing aid 
dispenser associations.  Consequently, Jerry Goldstein and the other 
board members present via conference call recommended that Kathy 
decline Miracle-Ear’s proposal and tell Miracle-Ear that H.E.A.R. is looking 
at other options. 
 Dr. Goldstein moved to decline Miracle-Ear’s offer and Doug Beck 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously by vote of all 
members present and by later agreement of Mont Stong and John Doyle. 
  Following this, a discussion ensued with regards to contacting other 
sources for funding H.E.A.R.  Dr Goldstein suggested working more with 
partners within the hearing industry such as associations. Doug Beck 
suggested contacting Dr. Don Sham (sp?) regarding Oticon funds. Doug 
and others also suggested expanding the H.E.A.R. Partner program.  
Information is included below regarding contact information to partners. 
(se addendum for H.E.A.R. Partner links) on HEARNET to more hearing aid 
manufactures and hearing associations etc.  Dr. flash gordon 
recommended utilizing click through on the website to raise funds on 
HEARNET. 
 Kathy expressed the need for seed money to accomplish new 
projects.  Kathy requested that the Board consider her desire to update 
the website and H.E.A.R. partner program as well as the need for money 
to hire webmasters to update and maintain the H.E.A.R. website. 
 Dr. Goldstein moved to hold the annual H.E.A.R. Board meeting in 
San Francisco, requesting that every board member attend to help work 
on a financial plan for H.E.A.R. The motion was seconded by Kathy Peck 
and passed by unanimous agreement of all those present.  John Doyle and 
Mont Stong added their agreement as well.  The proposed date of April 
23, 2007 for the Annual H.E.A.R. Board meeting met everyone’s approval.  
 Prior to adjournment, Kathy suggested that the board may want to 
visit H.E.A.R.'s Listen exhibit at the Exploratorium at that time. Kathy also 
stated that she was thrilled by the Board’s willingness to meet in person 
and that she would check on meeting room availability close to the 
Exploratorium. (see Addenda re Listen ) 
 Through unanimous consent of the members present, the special 
meeting was adjourned. 
 



-3- 

Addenda 
 As an addenda to the meeting minutes, the following contact information 
is submitted: 
 1.  Online information on the H.E.A.R./Exploratorium exhibit to 
develop hearing conservation (Listen): 
 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/listen/about_credits.php 
 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/listen/about_listen.php 
 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/listen/lg_intro.php 
 
 2. Current online links for  H.E.A.R. Partners:  
 
H.E.A.R. Partners directory 
http://www.hearnet.com/affiliates/affiliate_index.shtml 
 
About H.E.A.R. Partners Program 
http://www.hearnet.com/affiliates/affiliate_brochure.shtml 
 
H.E.A.R. Partner Benefits 
http://www.hearnet.com/affiliates/affiliate_partnerbenefits.shtml 
 
Current press release regarding H.E.A.R. Parternship with Grammy's 
MusiCares. 
 
H.E.A.R. and MusiCares (Grammy) 
Health Fair at NAMM  
------------------------------------------------------ 
 3. H.E.A.R.'s webmasters—background information. 
  
David Merz and Victoria Wesson have approached Kathy with their 
interest to again help with researching grants so that HEAR can redesign 
its websites, and help update content and maintain the HEARNET website.  
David and Victoria donated the redesign of HEARNET.com in  2000 and 
again in 2001. Currently David Merz partners as webmaster with Kathy in 
putting on H.E.A.R. auctions on eBay generating revenue for H.E.A.R. and 
our partner charities for the past 3 years. Link snap shots of HEARNET 
over the years include:  
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first design  2000  
http://web.archive.org/web/20001202063300/http://www.hearnet.co
m/ 
 
current design 2007 
http://www.hearnet.com/index.shtml 


